
 

Union with Christ: The Christ-Pattern                                                              

Discussion: What are we taking with us out of this series so far? 

I.​ The Christ-Pattern 
A.​ The External Death 
B.​ The Christ-Pattern Defined 

1.​ by St. Augustine (Enchiridion, chapter 53) 

“Whatever took place in Christ'’s crucifixion, his burial, his resurrection on 
the third day, his ascension into heaven and his sitting on the right hand of 
the Father was done that the life that Christians live within these mysteries, 
which are historical facts and not merely mystical utterances, might be lived 
according to their pattern.” 

2.​ by Ferguson (Union with Christ, 139) 

Those things figured by types include our Lord’s suffering, sorrow, and 
triumph; his sacrifice for sins and our salvation from sin; his fruitfulness in 
suffering; and his rejoicing in its effects. 

3.​ by Our Lord (Mark 8:34–35; 9:35; 10:40, 44–45) 
II.​ The Pattern in St. Stephen 

A.​ Finding the Pattern: See Acts 6:6:1–15, 7:54–60 on the back of this handout. 
B.​ Double-Fruitfulness 

1.​ Communion 
2.​ Conversion 

III.​ The Pattern in St. Paul 

“Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking 
in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.” (Col 1:24) 

IV.​ The Pattern in Us 

​ Resources:  
​ On Mortality (St. Cyprian) 
​ Institutes of the Christian Religion, book three (John Calvin) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaac Dotson—May 10, 2026 



Acts 6:1–15, 7:54–60  

Now in these days when the disciples were 

increasing in number, a complaint by the 

Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because 

their widows were being neglected in the daily 

distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the 

full number of the disciples and said, “It is not 

right that we should give up preaching the 

word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, 

brothers, pick out from among you seven men 

of good repute, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 

But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to 

the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they 

said pleased the whole gathering, and they 

chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 

Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 

Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 

Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they 

set before the apostles, and they prayed and 

laid their hands on them. 7 And the word of 

God continued to increase, and the number of 

the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, 

and a great many of the priests became 

obedient to the faith. 8 And Stephen, full of 

grace and power, was doing great wonders 

and signs among the people. 9 Then some of 

those who belonged to the synagogue of the 

Freedmen (as it was called), and of the 

Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of 

those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 

disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not 

withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with 

which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly 

instigated men who said, “We have heard him 

speak blasphemous words against Moses and 

God.” 12 And they stirred up the people and 

the elders and the scribes, and they came 

upon him and seized him and brought him 

before the council, 13 and they set up false 

witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to 

speak words against this holy place and the 

law, 14 for we have heard him say that this 

Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and 

will change the customs that Moses delivered 

to us.”  15 And gazing at him, all who  

sat in the council saw that his face was like the 

face of an angel. … 54 Now when they heard 

these things they were enraged, and they 

ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the 

Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 

glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see 

the heavens opened, and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they 

cried out with a loud voice and stopped their 

ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they 

cast him out of the city and stoned him. And 

the witnesses laid down their garments at the 

feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as 

they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling 

to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 

And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 


