
Union with Christ: United with Christ in Baptism (Chapter 7)  
Opening Discussion Questions  

1. When were you baptized and what does your baptism mean for you? How would you explain to 
someone why they should be baptized based on your own life?  

Scripture Reading - Romans 6: 1-4 (ESV) 
	 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of  us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of  the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of  life. 

Ferguson’s Main Point.  

1. Two ways people tend to respond about their baptism and what is missing.  

2. Summary of  Paul’s point:  
 
“Baptism points not only to the washing away of  our sins, but to the union with Christ that 
is fundamental to it - we are, after all, ‘baptized into Christ Jesus’ (Rom 6:3). It is given to us 
not only to tell us whose we now are but also who we now are by faith” Union pg 78 

3. Four Aspects in the chapter.  
i. Crucified with Christ, died and resurrected to new life. pg 72 
ii. It is an exchange (Justification) and a summons (sanctification) pg 76 
iii. “Sign and seal that marks every Christian as belonging to Jesus” pg 74 
iv. A naming ceremony, transferred into the family of  God. pg 78 

Our Prayer Book Heritage - Holy Baptism 
Four aspects in the appropriate days.  
 
Baptism should be administer as part of  the Holy Eucharist on a Sunday or other Holy Day. The most		appropriate 
days for Baptism are the Easter Vigil, the Baptism of  our Lord, Pentecost, and All Saint’s Day.  
(BCP pg 161) 
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1. Easter Vigil: United to the Death and Resurrection 
i. The Epistle Reading during the Easter Vigil is ……Romans 6!  
ii. In the concerning the service: “Holy Baptism is the Sacrament through which candidates are 

united to the death and resurrection of  Jesus, which the Church celebrates this most Holy 
Night.” BCP pg 581 

iii. Look at the collects through the vigil service:  
a. The Flood Collect pg 587 
b. Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea Collect pg 588 
c. A New Heart and a New Spirit Collect pg 589 
d. The Easter Vigil Collect pg 592. 
e. Prayer over the Water in Baptism pg 168 

2. The Baptism of  our Lord : The Great Exchange and Forgiveness of  Sins 
i. Why was Jesus baptized? Surely he didn’t need forgiveness of  sins. Ferguson’s answer:  

 
“At the River Jordan, Jesus was baptized into our sins. That was symbolically represented by 
his being baptized with the water into which, symbolically, the sins of  a multitude of  
penitents had been previously washed. If, in their baptism, their sins had been symbolically 
washed off  them into the river, and the were then symbolically clean, those same sins were 
symbolically “washed on” to Jesus in His Baptism.” Union pg 75 

ii. Prayer Book Heritage :  
a. Nicene Creed “We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins.” BCP pg 109 
b. Prayer for the Candidates: “Wash and sanctify them through your Holy Spirit” pg 167 
c. Prayer over the Water: “ Through it we are made regenerate by the Holy Spirit” and 

“May all who are baptized her be cleanse from sin.” pg 168 
d. Prayer after “By water and the holy spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants 

the forgiveness of  sins.” pg 169 

3. Pentecost : the Sign and Seal that marks every Christian.  
i. Exhortation: “May be filled with the Holy Spirit, born again, and received.” pg 162 
ii. Prayer over the Water: “When the Holy Spirit descended upon him as a dove.” pg 168 
iii. The sealing “N. you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own 

forever.” pg 169 

4. All Saints’ Day : Transferred into the family of  God.  
i. Naming Ceremony “baptizing them in the name of  the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit.”  
ii. “In Christ, we are taken out of  the family to which we once belonged and transferred into 

the family of  God.” Union pg 78 
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iii. Prayer Book: Union with Christ and becoming Living Members of  Christ.  
a. The Exhortation: “Received into the church as lilting members of  Christ’s body” BCP pg 

162 
b. Litany for the Candidates : “That as living members of  the body of  Christ, they may 

grow up in every way into him who is the head.” pg 167 
c. Prayer over the Water: “We bring into the fellowship those who come to him by faith” 
d. Prayer after baptism: “received them as your own children by adoption, made them 

members of  your holy Church.” pg 169 
e. The Welcome: “We receive you into the fellowship of  the church.” pg 170 

iv. One Body, one Spirit, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism.  
 
It is significant, that baptism is what God has done and it is done once within traditional 
christian teaching. Most major traditional denominations (Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, 
Lutheran, Reformed) recognize a single trinitarian baptism and do not re-baptize. Those that 
do not, usually don’t accept infant baptism but will acknowledge adult baptism.  

Closing Discussion Questions 
1. Which of  the four aspects of  baptism really sticks out to you? Why is this meaningful to you 

today in your spiritual walk? Has this focus changed or shifted over the course of  your life? 
 

2. As Easter Vigil approaches, and we celebrate the baptisms in our community, how can we be 
more confident and share in our identity in Christ Jesus with our community?  

Looking ahead 
Easter Sunday: No Adult Formation 
2nd Sunday of  Easter : How then shall we live? Romans 6:5-14 

 Suggestions: Going Deeper 
As Easter Vigil Approaches, reflect on the Renewal of  Baptismal vows BCP pg 194 
Go back through the baptismal liturgy and reflect on an aspect that is meaningful to you.  
Read Romans 6: 1-14 
Read Chapter 8 in Union with Christ
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