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Romans 5:12–21: Adam v. Jesus Christ 
1. Sin entered through one man, and death through sin. So death spread to all people, because 

all sinned. 
2. Until the law, nobody was charged for breaking laws that didn’t exist. Despite that, death 

reigned from Adam to Moses (Rom. 1) because of sin. 
3. Adam is a type of the one to come. 
4. But … not like the trespass, so also the gift. For … 

• By the trespass of one (Adam), the many died 
• By much more did the grace of God multiply to the many through the gift of one man 

• Judgment, from one sin, led to condemnation 
• The gift, from many trespasses, led to justification 

• Death reigned through Adam by his trespass 
• Life reigns through Jesus Christ through his gift of righteousness, 

- to those who receive the abundance of grace 

5. Consequently, as through one act of disobedience came condemnation to all people (all 
became sinners); so also through one act of obedience many who were sinners will be made 
righteous. 

Richard Hooker on “Christ’s Mystical Union with the Church” 

Two Ways You Can Be In Someone or Something 
1. You are from them (they are your “original cause”). 
2. You receive your being from them (either one time or ongoing). 

Hooker applies these ways of being in someone to both Adam and Jesus Christ. 

“All things that are of God nonetheless do have God in them, and he has them in 
himself. Yet because their substance and his wholly differ, their coherence and 
communion either with him or among themselves is in no way like that union 
between the persons [of the Godhead]. 
… 
All things God has made are thus the offspring of God; they are in him as effects 
are in their highest cause. He, likewise, is actually in them: the assistance and 
influence of his deity is their life. 



Now, if we add saving power to the creative power just described, it will bring 
forth a special offspring among men—those whom God has himself given the 
gracious and lovely name of sons. We are by nature the sons of Adam. When God 
created Adam, he created us, and as many as are descended from Adam have in 
themselves the root from which they spring. Some of us, though, are also sons of 
God—only by his special grace and favor. The sons of God have God’s own 
natural Son as a second Adam from heaven, and are the Son’s race and progeny 
by spiritual and heavenly birth. Therefore, as God eternally loves his Son, he must 
also have eternally loved in him and preferred before all others those who are 
spiritually descended and sprung from him. These were in God, not only as in 
their Creator, but also as in their Savior. The purpose of his saving Goodness, his 
saving Wisdom, and his saving Power included itself toward them.” (50). 

Hooker offers his take on what union or communion with God looks like in our daily life 
drawing on 2 Corinthians 13:14: 

• The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
• The love of God, 
• The communion of the Holy Spirit 

Application & Discussion: Genesis 3:1–24 / Matthew 4:1–11 

How is Adam (and Eve’s) temptation and Christ’s temptation … ? 
• Similar 
• Dissimilar 

How can the gift of Christ’s obedience, the abundance of grace that we receive from it, and our 
union with Godhead (see above) help us when we inevitably face temptation?


