
Union With Christ, Chapter 6 
 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. (Galatians 2:20, ESV) 
 

— 
 
Relevant Fragments of Liturgy: 
 
Collect for Purity: “Cleanse the thoughts of our heart by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy name.” (BCP 106) 
 
Offertory: “All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own have we given you” (BCP 114) 
 
Exhortation: “For as the benefit is great...spiritually eating the Flesh of Christ and drinking his 
Blood, so that we might be made one with Christ and he with us; so also is the danger great, if we 
receive these gifts unworthily” (BCP 147) 
 
Prayer of Consecration: “We humbly pray that all who partake of this Holy Communion may 
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, be filled with your 
grace and heavenly benediction, and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we 
in him.” (BCP 117) 
 
The Lord's Prayer: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (BCP 118) 
 
Prayer of Humble Access: “Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood ,and that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us.” (BCP 119) 

 



“[If] Jesus says to his mother, ‘Behold your son’ and not ‘Behold, this man also 
is your son,’ he has said equally, ‘Behold, this is Jesus whom you bore.’ For 
indeed, everyone who has been perfected no longer lives, but Christ lives in him, 
and since Christ lives in him, it is said of him to Mary, ‘Behold your son,’ the 
Christ.” 

Origen, Commentary on John 
 
“As sin, when it has the mastery, is itself the vital principle, and leads the soul 
whither it will, so, when it is slain and the will of Christ obeyed, this life is no 
longer earthly, but Christ lives, that is, works, has mastery within us.” 

John Chrysostom, Homilies on Galatians 
 
“If you wish to learn the nature of this desire, it is in fact Jesus Himself. He 
implants this desire within you, and is Himself both the desire and the object of 
your desire. If you could only understand this, you would see that Jesus is 
everything and Jesus does everything. You yourself do nothing; you simply 
allow Him to work within your soul, accepting sincerely and gladly whatever He 
deigns to do in you. For although you possess the power of reason, you are 
nothing but an instrument in His hand. Therefore when…you feel yourself 
moved by a strong desire to please and love Jesus, you can be sure that Jesus is 
within you” 

Walter Hilton, The Ladder of Perfection 
 
“As I looked at the same cross, he changed to an appearance of joy….And then 
cheerfully our Lord suggested to my mind: Where is there now any instant of 
your pain or of your grief? And I was very joyful; I understood that in our Lord’s 
intention we are now on his cross with him in our pains, and in our sufferings 
we are dying, and with his help and his grace we willingly endure on that same 
cross until the last moment of life.” 

Julian of Norwich, Showings (Long Text) 
 
“[The “alien” righteousness imparted by Christ] is an infinite righteousness, and 
one that swallows up all sins in a moment, for it is impossible that sin should 
exist in Christ.” 

Martin Luther, “Two Kinds of Righteousness” 
 
"The obedience of a Christian...has all relation to Christ the mediator, and is but an expression of the soul's believing unition to Christ: 
all evangelical works are works of that faith that worketh by love; and every such act of obedience...is only a new effective act of 
reception of Christ." 

Jonathan Edwards, "Justification by Faith Alone" 
 
“By Baptism we have been made partakers of the Cross, the Death, the Passion, the Burial, the Resurrection of Christ: we have been 
joined to Christ, His Death and Life are ours” 

E.B. Pusey, “The Cross Borne For Us, and In Us” (sermon on Sexagesima) 
 
"The Church of Christ is the presence of Christ through the Holy Spirit. In this way the life of the Body of Christ becomes our own life. 
In Christ we no longer live our own lives, but he lives his life in us. The life of the faithful in the Church is indeed the *Life of Christ in 
them*....In the fellowship of the crucified and glorified body of Christ we participate in his suffering and glory. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 
 
"The negativity of asceticism: you can help only in clearing out the room, and even then most objects have to be torn from you against 
your will. The new furnishings are supplied and paid for by God alone." 

Hans Urs von Balthasar, The Grain of Wheat 
 
“Rising from the dead, Jesus lived no longer merely in Himself. He became the vine of which we are the branches....The primary aspect 
of His risen life is His life in the souls of His elect....Christ living in me is at the same time Himself and myself....This union is not 
merely a moral union, or an agreement of wills...Christ mystically identifies His members with Himself by giving them His Holy 
Spirit.” 

Thomas Merton, The New Man 
 
“It seems to be a case of Christ taking over our lives and living in our place.…In some mysterious sense, the whole of humanity died on 
Calvary….He dies for us, but that means we die with him. He was raised, and raised with such power that our lives are now taken over 
by him.” 

Morna Hooker, Not Ashamed of the Gospel  
(quoted in Fleming Rutledge, The Crucifixion) 

                Holiness on the head, 
         Light and perfections on the breast, 
Harmonious bells below, raising the dead 
         To lead them unto life and rest: 
                Thus are true Aarons drest. 
 
                Profaneness in my head, 
         Defects and darkness in my breast, 
A noise of passions ringing me for dead 
         Unto a place where is no rest: 
                Poor priest, thus am I drest. 
 
                Only another head 
         I have, another heart and breast, 
Another music, making live, not dead, 
         Without whom I could have no rest: 
                In him I am well drest. 
 
                Christ is my only head, 
         My alone-only heart and breast, 
My only music, striking me ev'n dead, 
         That to the old man I may rest, 
                And be in him new-drest. 
 
                So, holy in my head, 
         Perfect and light in my dear breast, 
My doctrine tun'd by Christ (who is not dead, 
         But lives in me while I do rest), 
                Come people; Aaron's drest. 

 
George Herbert, “Aaron” 


