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If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;  

old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 
 2 Corinthians 5:17. NJKV  

 
2 Cor 5:14-18  

14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves 
but for him who for their sake died and was raised.16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one 
according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus 
no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation. 

 
Read the translations of 2 Cor 5:17 below and decide which of the translations is most helpful for 
communicating the intended meaning as seen in context (above). In your groups tell which of the translations  
speaks most clearly to you and why.  
 
NIV If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here! 
 
NLT Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 
 
ESV If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  
 
NJKV If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.  
 
NAS If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The Golden Chain of Salvation is an idea proposed by a theologian of the 16th century who says we 
experience justification, adoption and sanctification in chronological order. First you get justification, which 
leads to adoption and, as time passes, sanctification. He uses the scriptural support of scriptures such as 
Romans 8:30 “And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified.”  
 
Furguson refutes this saying that the problem with the golden chain concept is that the person and work of 
Christ as a whole is not in focus. If we are “in Christ” the blessings of justification, adoption, and sanctification 
are ours along with many others. Discuss in your small group how the following verses might support 
Furguson’s point of view?  
 

Ephesians 1:3-4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him.”  

 



2 Pet 1:3-4 “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,  by which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.”  

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Ferguson compares being “In Christ” to being in a marriage relationship. For example, you could ask a 
husband,  What do you love about your wife?  She’s a great cook, or she’s very beautiful, she’s amazing at taking 
care of the household finances.  But, he points out, it’s not really the blessings she provides,  it’s who she is as 
a person that fires his love for her. It’s an intangible quality of her selfhood that he delights in.   
 
Does this comparison help you better understand what it means to be in Christ? Talk together about how this 
comparison works or falls short for you.  
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Ferguson quotes  1 Corinthians 6:19-20. ”Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 
body.” Then he suggests, “we therefore need to cultivate a sense of the significance of our union with Christ.” 
 
How does 2 Cor 2:17, speak to this issue?  How would you go about “cultivating a sense of the significance of 
our union with Christ” as Furguson recommends?  What part do our bodies play in this (as in the verse 
above)? Our souls?  Our spirits?    
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
This paragraph at the top of page 30 discusses the eternal aspect of being “in Christ.”  

If our faith falters, this does not mean our union with Christ falters because it is grounded in God’s 
eternal purpose. ….This assures us of our security in Christ and it also leads to praising God--- to think 
that from before the foundation of the world, the Lord God set his heart upon me! When he viewed the 
coming work of the Lord Jesus Christ, in a way beyond my capacity to grasp he saw me then as united 
to Jesus Christ. He never once thought of my incarnate savior, Jesus Christ, without thinking of me and 
he never thought of me without also thinking “That one belongs to my son, Jesus Christ." So a 
dimension of our union with Christ is rooted and grounded in God's eternal purpose, in his eternal love.” 

 
How does this make you feel? Can you describe that feeling to your group? 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Ferguson says our life in Christ is “rooted in the incarnation” pointing out that in the verse from Luke 2 “And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man” Luke 2:52 Jesus not only grew in 
favor with people but also with God. 
 
How can you imagine this being true about Jesus? What might this say about the relationships within the 
Trinity?  How can this have anything to do with our being “in Christ”? 
 

 



On incarceration..  
Holy Sonnet XV: Wilt Thou Love God 
John Donne  
 

Wilt thou love God, as he thee? then digest, 
My Soul, this wholesome meditation, 
How God the Spirit, by Angels waited on 
In heaven, doth make his Temple in thy breast. 
The Father having begot a Son most blest, 
And still begetting, (for he ne'r begone) 
Hath deigned to choose thee by adoption, 
Co heir to his glory, and Sabbaths endless rest; 
And as a robbed man, which by search doth find 
His stol'n stuff sold, must lose or buy it again; 
The Son of glory came down, and was slain, 
Us whom he had made, and Satan stolen, to unbind. 
'Twas much, that man was made like God before, 
But, that God should be made like man, much more 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Ferguson writes (top of page 31) “There is no moment of our lives, no experience that we can have but that we 
can say to the Lord Jesus you are still united to me and you understand”.   
 
Can you give any examples of how this has been true in your life? 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Our Union with Christ is affected by our faith bond in Christ through the Holy Spirit.  
 
Ferguson writes:  
Paul says something bigger than “If you are in Christ you are a new creation or a new creature”… That is true 
enough but it is not the whole truth of the verse he is saying you have taken a step into a new world order 
altogether and in this new world everything is different.  
 
Ferguson gives the example of his own experience of trusting in Christ and finding afterward that he began 
seeing the whole world differently. He quotes this poem:  

Heaven above is a softer Blue  
Earth around is a deeper green  
Something lives in every hue 
Christless eyes have never seen. 
               - George Wade Robinson 1838 to 76  

 
Did your view of the world change in a similar way when you became serious about trusting Christ? Is your 
world “in Christ” continuing to change such that you would say you are beginning to see the new creation that 
you are and that you live in?  
 


