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2 Corinthians 5:9–21   

Paul is “speaking about a new order of reality into which union with Christ brings us.”1
  

A New Order of Reality   
Now that we are new creations,   
born of the second Adam from Heaven,   
we have been brought into a new order of reality, in which we (have):   

A. An Eternal Perspective: Life After Life (v. 10)  
• At the judgment seat of Christ we will “receive back” … whether good or bad  
• See Matt. 6:1–18, 10:40–42, 16:27, Romans 2:1–9, etc.   

B. Are Controlled by the Love of Christ (v. 14)   
• Compels / Controls = seizes, forces, constrains, impels   
• Because one died for all; as a result all died … in order that those who live should no  

longer live for themselves, but for the one who died for them and was raised.   

C. No Longer Seeing from a Human Point of View (v. 16)  • LEB 
translates “according to the flesh” (κατὰ σάρκα) as “human point of view”  • 
Ferguson: horizontal, worldly status.   
• Paul: Romans 9:3, “my fellow countrymen according to the flesh” —> Galatians 3:28.   

D. Are Reconciled to God through Christ (vv. 18–19)   
• Ministry of Reconciliation — Exchanging enmity with God for a healthy relationship.  
Historically, that was accomplished through sacrifices / gifts on the altar.  • We have been 
made into new creatures by God. We have a new birth from the second  Adam in Heaven. 
And Christ’s life and death is the Gift offered to God on our behalf …  So that we can be 
reconciled to God through Christ.   
• We have been entrusted now with a message of reconciliation—imploring others, “be  

reconciled to God”   

E. The Righteousness of God (v. 21)   
• Reconciliation is only possible because God made Jesus Christ who did not know sin, to  
be sin on our behalf, so we could become the righteousness of God in him.  • How Jesus 
became sin on our behalf is the genesis of many theories of the atonement.   



 Ferguson, 48. 1 

“The central Christian belief is that Christ’s death has somehow put us right with  
God and given us a fresh start. Theories as to how it did this are another matter.  
A good many different theories have been held as to how it works; what all  
Christians are agreed on is that it does work” (Lewis, Mere Christianity)   

Application & Discussion   

Groups A   
Read John 17:20–26 to get a sense of how Jesus Christ sees us from God’s point of view.   

Then discuss: How can no longer seeing others “from a human point of view (according to the  
flesh),” help us love them and be ambassadors of the ministry of reconciliation in our daily lives?   

Groups B   
Read Isaiah 53:4–12.   
Then discuss: It is sometimes hard to wrap our brains around 2 Corinthians 5:21 where Paul  
writes, “He made the one who did not know sin to be sin on our behalf, in order that we could  
become the righteousness of God in him.”   

After reading Isaiah 53, which of the prophet’s metaphors or images of Jesus Christ best  
help you understand (or shed light) on how this verse and the ministry of reconciliation apply to  
your daily life?   

For example, Isaiah writes that “he was lifted up for our sickness,” an allusion to  
Numbers 21:6–9 where people bit by snakes are told that if they will only look up at an image of  
a snake on stick they will live. This as an image of how Jesus saves us is fascinating to me  
because … 


