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 “And the more I considered Christianity, 
the more I found that while it had 
established a rule and order, the chief aim 
of that order was to give room for good 
things to run wild.” 

― G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy                     

Medieval Monasticism in England 

● Two main streams of Christianity (Celtic and Roman) finding unity at Whitby Abbey 

 

The English Reformation and the Dissolution 
● 1534 Henry VIII broke with Rome and declared himself the Supreme Head of the English 

Church. 
● During the Dissolution (or Suppression) approximately 800 abbeys and priories closed, and 

14,000 monks, nuns, and friars were no longer able to continue in their religious vocation as 
it had previously existed. 

● By mid 1540’s - every monastery in England and Wales had been dissolved. 
(https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/histories/dissolution/) 
 

 
More vs. Cromwell: Who Was Right? 

● A Tale of Two Thomases: “Man for All Seasons” vs. Wolf Hall  
● Anglicanism: It’s Complicated 

 
  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1807543
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/histories/dissolution/


Out of the Oxford Movement → The Rise of Anglican Religious Communities 
● Beginning in the 1840’s, nearly 100 sisterhoods were established.  
● Between 1845-1900, it’s estimated that close to 10,000 women had spent some time in a 

sisterhood. 
● Why? 

○ Inspired by Tractarian emphasis on a holy and sacramental life; 
○ Victorians were “joiners” and there was an increased awareness of the plight of the 

poor; 
○ Unmarried women seeking callings outside of marriage; 
○ And…the Holy Spirit? 

● Interest in brotherhoods slower but present. 
● Spread throughout the world–The Community of St. Mary established in the U.S. in 1865–

and now there are Anglican religious all over the world. 

 

Sewing Buttonholes: A Call to the Religious Life 

● A Rule of Life in an Order: where good things can run wild–but you might be surprised by 
what the “good things” are and what it means to “run wild”. 

The large majority of Church people however have little or no conception of the Religious 
Life at all, for its principles and the possibility of vocation to it are so seldom preached from 
the pulpit that even to this day we hear of persons to whom the very existence of Religious 
Orders in the American Church is unknown. Even among those who are informed, and look 
upon the life of the Convent with approval, there is often a misapprehension as to the true 
nature and aim of the Life.         

-excerpted from the beginning of A Garden Enclosed: 

Practical Studies in the Religious Life: by a Sister of the Community of Saint Mary, 1906    

Full text available here (https://anglicanhistory.org/usa/csm/garden.html)   
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