
Outline of Samuel Seabury’s Life and Ministry 

I. Introduction: Commemoration and Significance 

●​ November 14: Feast of the Consecration of Samuel Seabury (1784). 
●​ Significance lies not only in Seabury the man but in his consecration as the first bishop of the 

American church. 
●​ Thesis: Seabury understood himself as a missionary; his high-church theology broadened the 

scope of mission beyond the “unreached” and rooted it in apostolic succession. 

 

II. Early Life and Formation (1729–1753) 

●​ Born in 1729, Connecticut. 
●​ Family background: His father, originally a Congregationalist minister, converted and was 

ordained as an SPG missionary (1730). 
●​ Raised in the early generation of New England Episcopalianism shaped by the “Yale Apostasy” 

(1722). 
●​ Education: Yale College, where he was immersed in Puritan theology and practice (Ames, 

Wollebius, Westminster Confession). 
○​ Formed by, yet resistant to, Puritan doctrine. 
○​ Developed familiarity that later enabled him to critique Congregational theology. 

 

III. Early Ministry and SPG Involvement (1746–1784) 

●​ Lay ministry as a young man: preaching, catechizing, and forming congregations in Long Island 
and Queens. 

●​ Early missionary work included: 
○​ Preaching in private homes and supplying nearby churches. 
○​ Establishing a congregation in Huntington (1747). 
○​ Petitioned by locals to be appointed as SPG catechist. 

●​ Ordained priest in England (1753). 
●​ Rector in New Brunswick, New Jersey, serving multiple mission stations (Cranbury, Reading, 

South River). 
●​ Consistent emphasis on: 

○​ Converting dissenters. 
○​ Planting new churches. 
○​ Advancing “true religion” through episcopal order and sacramental ministry. 

 



IV. Theological Development 

●​ Theology grounded in visible Church and apostolic succession. 
●​ Major themes from Discourses on Several Subjects: 

○​ Duty of Christ’s Ministers: Apostolic succession necessary for lawful ministry. 
○​ Sacraments: Only valid through bishops in apostolic succession. 
○​ Christian Unity: Union with Christ mediated through union with the visible Church 

under the bishop. 
●​ High-church interpretation of the Thirty-Nine Articles (esp. Articles 19 and 23). 
●​ Saw dissenting ministers as lacking lawful commission and sacramental validity. 

 

V. Consecration and Episcopate (1784–1796) 

●​ Consecrated bishop in Aberdeen, Scotland, Nov. 14, 1784, by Scottish non-juring bishops. 
●​ First bishop of the Episcopal Church in the United States. 
●​ Activities as bishop: 

○​ Strengthened existing parishes (e.g., St. James New London, Christ Church Middletown). 
○​ Supported formation of new congregations (e.g., groundwork for St. John’s Waterbury, 

oversight of missions in Connecticut and Rhode Island). 
○​ Ordained four men to holy orders (limited due to size of diocese). 

●​ Episcopal oversight extended the missionary ethos: restoring sacramental life, uniting scattered 
Anglicans, and embedding the apostolic ministry in America. 

 

VI. Legacy and Missiological Significance 

●​ Seabury remembered for consecration, but his life shows a missionary identity throughout. 
●​ His missional vision: 

○​ Mission not limited to “unreached” but included dissenters and lapsed Christians. 
○​ Theological conviction: true mission occurs through apostolic succession and sacramental 

communion. 
●​ Legacy: 

○​ Secured apostolic succession for the Episcopal Church. 
○​ Gave American Anglicanism a distinct theological and liturgical identity (Scottish Rite). 
○​ His consecration was the culmination of his missionary vocation. 
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Scottish BCP 1637 

MEMORIAL OR PRAYER OF OBLATION • Wherefore, o Lord and heavenly Father, accor~mg to the 
institution of thy dearly-beloved Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, we thy humble servants do celebrate and make 
here before thy Divine Majesty with these thy holy gifts, 

the memorial which thy Son hath willed us to make; 
having in remembrance his blessed· passion, 
mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension; rendering 
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits 
procured unto us by the same. 

(before Words of Institution) 
Hear us, 0 merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; 
and of thy almighty goodness vouchsafe so to bless and 
sanctify, with thy word and holy Spirit, these thy gifts and 
creatures of bread and wine I 
that they may be unto us the body and blood of they 
most ~early beloved Son; 50 that we, receiving them 
ac~ord,~g to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy insti-
tution, m remembrance of his death and passion b 
parta~ers of ~e same his most precious bod a •::iv d~ who m the mght... Y n °0 

• 

English BCP 1662 

(before Words of Institution) 
Hear us, 0 merciful Father, we most humbrf tieseed:~ 

and grant that we receiving these thy 
creatures of bread and wine, 

~ . . JestJS (hrisl'S ~ , ~ 
accord mg to thy Son our Sa~iou;ath and passiOn. ~ ~ 
tution, in remembrance of his d and a1ood: wit~~ 
partakers of his most blessed Body 
same night ... 
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Scottish Communion Office 1764 

THE OBLATION 

Wherefore, O Lord, and heavenly Father, according to the 

instrtution of thy dearly beloved Son our Saviour Jesus 

Christ, we thy humble servants do celebrate and make 

here before thy divine majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 

WHICH WE NOW OFFER UNTO THEE, 

the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 

having in remembrance his blessed passion, and precious 

death, 
his mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension; rendering 

unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits 

procured unto us by the same. 

THE INVOCATION 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to 

hear us, and of thy almighty goodness vouchsafe to bless 

and sanctify, with thy word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts 

and creatures of bread and wine 

that they may be unto us the body and blood of thy most 

dearly beloved Son· 
I 

American BCP 1789 

THE OBLATION 

Wherefore, 0 Lord, and heavenly Father, according to the 

institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Saviour Jesus 

Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make 

here before thy divine majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 

which we now offer unto thee, 

the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 

having in remembrance his blessed passion, and precious 

death, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering 

unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits 

procured unto us by the same. 

THE INVOCATION 

And we most humbly beseech thee, 0 merciful Father, to 

hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless 

and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts 

and creatures of bread and wine; 

that we, receiving them . . 

according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy insti-

tution in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 

' 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
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