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• Did the Oxford Movement Die after 1845?  

o Newman’s Tract 90, last of the Tracts for the Times, shut down by Bishop of 

Oxford   

o Newman and the converts said the movement had failed and was over 

o Pusey and Keble devoted their energies to the growth of “Tractarian” churches 

and moderated teaching  

▪ Keble retired his position at Oxford, returned to his country parish in 

Hampshire 

▪ Pusey remained at Oxford until his death   

▪ Pusey removed in 1843 from teaching at Oxford for sermon on the 

Eucharist 

▪ Reinstated in 1845, preached sermon The Entire Absolution of the 

Penitent, 1846  

▪ The Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, 1853 – key to 

transformation of the changes in practices of Anglican worship 

o Names for movement Tractarians, Puseyites, and Ritualists – later Anglo-

Catholics  

 

• Tractarian theology of Worship (Newman and Pusey)  

o True worship involved material as well as material: sacraments, ceremonial 

objects, buildings  

o Anglican liturgy was designed to emulate the ceaseless worship of eternity, not to 

promote novelty 

o Outward ceremonies should not be emphasized over “inward spiritual progress”   

o Advocated slow adoption of “ritualism”: proper theology and spiritual hunger 

must come first  

o A consistent Tractarian policy from the start of the Movement to the end of the 

1850s was that of balance in theory and practice that would not endanger the 

theological and pastoral progress of the Movement 

o Initially Pusey opposed to the growth of ritualism, but defended the right for each 

parish to worship as they saw fitting 

 

• Parish Growth and Worship after 1845 



o Tractarianism no longer exclusively of Oxford’s making- teaching spread to 

Cambridge and growth of parish “Tractarian” parishes grew exponentially 1854-

1870  

o Numbers not as significant as the influence on worship in the C of E  

o Innovations:  

▪ Morning and Evening Prayer  

▪ Weekly Eucharists  

▪ Stressed relationship between penance and grace rec’d in Eucharist  

▪ Weekly catechetical teaching on meaning of worship and prayer  

o Urban parishes which reached out to factory workers 

▪ Pusey in particular believed adherence to the Church’s ordained 

sacramental system would yield a new organic bond between believers 

and the un-churched and the divided society would be united in Christ  

▪ Benefactor of new church buildings in industrial towns and London , 

especially St. Savior’s in Leeds  

o Tension between those that felt use of “sacramentals” promoted theological 

understanding vs. those who felt important teaching must come first    

 

• Rise of “Ritualism” in parish churches – second generation  

▪ Practices that followed the teachings on the sacraments and worship  

▪ Those who wanted to remain Anglican but catholic in worship  

▪ Justified as practices in place during the reign of Edward VI and the return 

of pre-Reformation distinctive English worship  

▪ Included:  

▪ the use of Eucharistic vestments such as the chasuble, stole, alb  

▪ the use of a thurible and incense 

▪ the use of "lights" (especially the practice of putting six candles on the 

high altar) 

▪ the use of unleavened (wafer) bread in communion 

▪ eastward facing celebration of the Eucharist  

▪ mixing of sacramental wine with water 

▪ the use of bells at the elevation of the host 

▪ making the sign of the cross 

▪ the use of liturgical processions 

▪ the decoration of churches with statues of saints, pictures of religious 

scenes, and icons 

▪ the veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the practice of the 

invocation of the saints 

▪ the use of the words of Benedictus at the end of the Sanctus in the 

eucharistic prayer 

▪ the use of the words of the Agnus Dei in the Eucharist 

• Widespread condemnation in 19th century and attempts by Parliament to outlaw these 

practices, riots and imprisonments  

• Proponents argued this worship more effective in bringing Christianity to the urban poor  

• In 20th century these practices became more accepted and some almost universal  

 


