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How to do theology Anglicanly? 
​  

Scripture 
 
Tradition 
 
Reason 
 

What is the “church”? (We use that word a lot!) 
 
●​ Devotion to… 

○​ Apostles’ teaching 
○​ Fellowship 
○​ Breaking of bread 
○​ The prayers 

●​ Marked by… 
○​ Oneness 
○​ Holiness 
○​ Catholicity 
○​ Apostolicity​

 

●​ Where… 
○​ Word of God preached 
○​ Sacraments administered 

●​ Containing… 
○​ All who have been justified by 

God’s grace through faith 
alone in Christ alone 

●​ Unified by… 
○​ the Holy Spirit in the body of 

Christ, of which He is the 
Head 

 
 
How is the church connected? 
 
 
What is the shape of the church? 
 
△ Episcopal -  
​ ​ bishop, priest, deacon, laity 
⧖ Presbyterial -  
​ ​ Presbytery/classis, session ​
​ ​ (w/ elders), laity 
▽ Congregational -  
​ ​ laity, elders/deacons, pastor 
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Oxford Movement on the Branch Theory 

Every Christian society, possessing the characteristic marks of the Church of Christ, I 
consider to be a separated branch of the Catholic or Universal visible Church upon earth. 
The Church of England, the Church of Ireland, and the episcopal church of Scotland and 
America possess these marks. In the same light the churches of Denmark, Sweden and 
Rome, are to be considered not to mention the great remains of the once-famous Greek 
church, now to be found in the empire of Russia and in the East. (Charles Daubeny 1799) 
 
(regarding the thought of William Palmer…) 
our Lord had initiated, and still acknowledges and protects, a visible Church—one, individual 
and integral—Catholic, as spread over the earth, Apostolic as co-eval with the Apostles of 
Christ, and Holy, as being the dispenser of His Word and Sacraments—considered it at 
present to exist in three main branches, or rather in a triple presence, the Latin, the Greek, 
and the Anglican, these three being one and the same Church, distinguishable from each 
other, only by secondary, fortuitous, and local, though important characteristics. (John Henry 
Newman 1882) 

 
 
Why bishops? 

Scripturally attested - ​ No one form required in the text of NT 
Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with 
his own blood. 
 
Philippians 1:1  Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: 
 
1 Timothy 3:2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one 
wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
 
Titus 1:5  This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into 
order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you– 

 
 
Historically ancient - ​ In place by 110 AD, continuous use for two millenia 

You must all follow the lead of the bishop, as Jesus Christ followed that of the 
Father; follow the presbytery as you would the Apostles; reverence the deacons as 
you would God's commandment. 
Ignatius of Antioch, The Epistle to the Smyrnaeans, ch 8 (c. 110 AD) 

 
 
Reasonably beneficial -​Pastors need pastors for support and accountability​
​ ​ ​ Confidence in knowing what is a church 

 
Apostolic Succession?? 

Sept 28, 2025 the Revd Dr. James M. Arcadi Adult Formation 


