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anglican church

Crisis: Tract 90 and the Parting of Friends

Outline
I.  Introduction: Why Study Tract 90?
II.  The Fundamental Question
III.  Context
A. Fundamental Declarations
B. The Hadleigh Conspiracy
C. Essential Terms
IV.  Newman’s Interpretation
V. Four Responses to Tract 90
VI.  Conversion
VII.  Conclusion: The Parting of Friends
Timeline'
1833  July 14 Keble’s Assize Sermon on “National Apostasy”
July 25—29 The Hadleigh meetings between Palmer, Froude, Perceval, and Rose
September The Tracts for the Times begins circulation
1839  Summer Newman studies the Monophysite controversy; has first doubts about the English position
1841  February 27 Newman publishes Tract 90
Mareh 15 Oxford Heads of Houses censure the tract
1842  February Newman removes permanently to Littlemore
1843  February Newman retracts anti-Catholic statements
September Newman resigns the living of St. Mary’s
1845  February 13 Condemnation of Tract 90 is vetoed by the Proctors at Oxford

October 19 Newman received into the Catholic Church
November Newman publishes the Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine

! Drawn from the Norton Critical Edition of the Apologia Pro Viita Sna

Oct 19th, 2025 Isaac Dotson Adult Formation



Exercise

XXII. Of purgatory

The Romish Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Worshipping, and Adoration, as well

of Images as of Reliques, and also Invocation of Saints, is a fond thing vainly invented, and

grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God.

Por discussion: What doctrines are condemned? What should an Anglican believe about

these doctrines? Does this article make Anglicanism anti-Roman in principle?

XI. Of the Justification of Man

See also article xii (of good works; BCP 776) and xxvii (of baptisnm; BCP 782)
We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ by Faith, and not for our own works or deservings: Wherefore, that we are justified by

Faith only is a most wholesome Doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more largely is

expressed in the Homily of Justification.

For discussion: What two things are being contrasted in this article? What should we believe

about Baptism in relation to Faith and Justification? In relation to works and Faith?

Four Responses to Tract 90
1. Newman the Evader
Unaiversity Response

“Modes of interpretation were suggested, and
have since been advocated in other
publications purporting to be written by
members of the University, by which
subscription to the Articles might be
reconciled with the adoption of Roman
Catholic error.”?

2. Newman the Unsettler
Episcopal Response

“Even my own Bishop has said that my mode
of interpreting the Articles makes them mean

any thing or nothing”

> R. W. Church, The Oxford Movement, 198.
? John Henry Newman, Apologia, 171.
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3. Newman the English Catholic
The Movement’s Response

“I have felt no doubt. . .that the meaning in
which our friend would have them construed,
in conformity and subordination to the
teaching of the Church Catholic, is not only a#
admissible, but #b¢ most legitimate,
interpretation of them.”*

4. Newman the Deceiver
Contemporary Responses

“The tract had been a case of special
pleading.””

“Newman deserved everything he got. His
method in Tract 90 exemplifies all that is
wrong with paper religion.”

* Edward Pusey, The Articles Treated on in Tract 90, 148.
> J. 1. Packer, The Heritage of Anglican Theology, 273.

¢ Julia Yost, “A Paper Religion”
https://firstthings.com/a-paper-church
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