
Evangelical Foundations and Response
Debts, Differences, and Distance Between Tractarians and Evangelicals

Thanksgiving Over the Water, BCP, p. 167

Spiritual Debts and Alliances — the Long 18th Century

A. The Ever-Present “Threat” of Catholicism
Catholic/Protestant violence → Overthrow of James II  (1689) → 18th century full
of suspicion and exclusion → Catholic priests fleeing French Revolution (1792) →
Catholic Relief Act (1829) → Irish migration (1830s) → Anti-Catholic novels such as
Sister Agnes or The Captive Nun (1845) → Catholic dioceses reintroduced (1850)

B. Evangelical Revival: John Wesley & George Whitfield (1730s)
a. Emphasized individual conversion, reason, empiricism
b. Strong focus on the Word and preaching
c. Wesley ordains clergy outside the Church and births Methodist Church.

C. Clapham Sect & Second Evangelical Movement (1780s–1840s)
a. Societies & Reforms: London Missionary Society (1795), Religious Tract Society

(1799), Church Mission Society (1799), British and Foreign Bible Society (1804), Slave
Trade Act (1807), Slavery Abolition Act (1833)

b. Key Figures
i. William Wilberforce, A Practical View of Christianity (1797)

1. Robert Isaac (Oxford Movement → Catholic 1851)
2. Samuel (Oxford Movement → Catholic 1850)
3. Henry (diverged from Newman but  “Romanish tendencies)

ii. Thomas Scott, The Force of Truth (1779)
iii. Joseph Milner, History of the Church of Christ (1794–1809)

c. Complicated Legacy & Impact
i. Oxford Movement as a reaction against evangelical style of religion.
ii. “I almost owe my soul” to Thomas Scott — John Henry Newman
iii. Injected new life into a moribund Church and created a spiritual foundation.
iv. “Serious religion” → William Law, A Serious Call … (1729)
v. Allies against rationalism and secularizing forces

vi. Prone to lapse from orthodoxy

Oct 12, 2025 Aaron M Hill Adult Formation



Two Paths Diverged — 1830s
A. Bebbington’s Four Qualities: (1) conversionism, (2) activism, (3) biblicism, (4) crucicentrism.
B. Figures in both movements were:

a. Concerned with inner spirituality
b. Regarded holiness as the all-important goal of Christian living
c. Lived very disciplined lives
d. Believed they were accountable to God for the use of every moment
e. Intensely personal faith, rooted in a deep love of God

In Common In Conflict (evangelicals accused of …)

High view of revelation and Scripture Advancing individualism and clerical irregularity

Respect for Church-state connection Ignoring liturgy in favor of preaching

Defended establishment against the attacks of the
Low Churchman, radicals, and militant Dissenters

Indifferent to ecclesiastical structures and doctrine

Appealed to apostolic tradition and the Church
Fathers in support of doctrine

Advancing rigid forms of Predestinarianism

Opposed to the liberal candidacy of Sir Robert Peel

C. Different convictions, authority, and solutions
a. Newman did not believe the Holy Spirit would guide anyone to understand Scriptures

outside of the Church and discipleship.
b. Tractarians were more reverential, mystical, and sacramental than the Evangelicals.
c. And yet, there was much shared spirituality until the 1830s.

Abide with me from morn to eve
For without thee I cannot live,
Abide with me when night is nigh,
For without thee I dare not die.
John Keeble, “Sun of My Soul, Thou Saviour Dear” (1820)

D. Key Conflicts
a. Disputes over the control of S.P.C.K. and Pastoral Aid Society
b. Hannah More starts first Sunday School at Blagdon, Somerset in October 17891

c. Baptismal Regeneration

1 Good Summary — https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/evangelicalism-in-the-church
-of-england-c1790c1890/hannah-more-and-the-blagdon-controversy-17991802/2A20D2B87
CF9EF3F27E7766BC5EECDBB
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Baptismal Regeneration
“The Tractarians believed in sacramental justification; they believed in the sacramental justification of
Baptism, or Baptismal regeneration. And it was this which really antagonized the Evangelicals.
As well known nineteenth-century Reformed writer Merle d’Aubigne wrote, “malice could not invent
a stratagem more likely to impede conversion than this idea that all men baptized of water
are regenerated.” 2

A. Rekindling the Embers of a Simmering Fire
a. Confirmation Liturgy in 1662 BCP (remained until 1979) contains “regenerate.”
b. The meaning was subject to debate in 1662 → persists until today (ACNA BCP 172)
c. Protestant/Evangelical focus on the specifics of justification gave a new meaning to

the word regenerate—”personal, spiritual conversion” associated with the ‘real new
birth’ from John 3:3–7.

d. Daniel Waterland, Regeneration Stated and Explained According to Scripture and Antiquity in
a Discourse on Titus III, 4,5,6 (1716)

e. 1785 “Proposed Book” in North America
f. Debate in the The Churchman’s Magazine (1804–1810)
g. Richard Mant, Sermon XXV (1815) → enormous uproar
h. Thomas Scott leads a campaign against Mant.
i. Christopher Bethell, A General View of the Doctrine of Regeneration in Baptism (1822)
j. Bishop John Henry Hobart, proposed but rejected amendment at 1826 Convention.
k. Edward Pusey, Tracts 67–69, Scriptural Views of Holy Baptism (1835)

B. Ever Heard of Gorham?
a. In Gorham’s eyes infant baptism does not make babies members of Christ and the

children of God (Calvinist).
b. Ordained in 1812, Institution at new vicarage in 1847 opposed by Bishop Henry

Phillpotts (11 days of examination).
c. Gorham appeals to Court of Arches (church) → Loses
d. Gorham appeals to Judicial Committee of the Privvy Council  (secular)→ Wins

i. Edward Lowth Badeley (Oxford Movement) argues on behalf of Bishop
Phillpott.

ii. His arguments are rejected by a dissenting judge with secular authority.
iii. Gorham is instituted on March 8, 1850.
iv. Phillpotts threatens the Archbishop of Canterbury.
v. 14 prominent Anglican clergy petition the Church to repudiate the opinion

but the Church does not respond.
vi. Key Oxford Movement and High Churchman figures leave the Church.

2 John Carrick, Evangelicals and the Oxford Movement, (Bridgend: Evangelical Press of Wales, 1984), 23.
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Changes to Thanksgiving over the Water in BCP

1662

“We yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that it hath pleased thee to regenerate
this Infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine own Child by adoption, and to
incorporate him into thy Holy Church. …”

1785 (Proposed Book)

“We yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that it hath pleased thee to receive this
Infant as thine own Child by Baptism, and to incorporate him into thy holy Church. …”

1979 (Episcopal Church)

“We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. …”

2019 (ACNA)

“We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are made regenerate by the Holy Spirit. …”

Key Quote

Daniel Waterland (1716)
“Regeneration on the part of the grantor, God Almighty, means admission or adoption into sonship,
or spiritual citizenship: and on the part of the grantee, viz. man, it means his birth, or entrance into
that state of sonship or citizenship. It is God that adopts or regenerates, like as it is God that
justifies. Man does not adopt, regenerate, or justify himself, whatever hand he may otherwise have
(but still under grace) in preparing or qualifying himself for it. God makes the grant, and it is entirely
his act: man receives only, and is acted upon; though sometimes active in qualifying himself, as in the
case of adults, and sometimes entirely passive, as in the case of infants. The thing granted and
received is a change from the state natural into the state spiritual; a translation from the curse of
Adam into the grace of Christ. This change, translation or adoption carries in it many Christian
blessings and privileges, but all reducible to two, viz. remission of sins, (absolute or conditional,) and
a covenant-claim, for the time being, to eternal happiness. Those blessings may all be forfeited, or
finally lost, if a person revolts from God...; and then such person is no longer in a regenerate state,
or a state of sonship, with respect to any saving effects: but still God’s original grant of adoption or
sonship in Baptism stands in full force, to take place as often as any such revolter shall return, and
not otherwise: and if he desires to be as before, he will not want to be regenerated again, but
renewed, or reformed. Regeneration completely stands in two things, which are, as it were, its two
integral parts; the grant made over to the person, and the reception of that grant. The grant once
made continues always the same; but the reception may vary, because it depends upon the condition
of the recipient” 3

3 Daniel Waterland, Regeneration Stated and Explained According to Scripture and Antiquity in a Discourse on Titus
iii.4,5,6. A New Edition (London: F.C. and J. Rivington, 1800), 11-13.
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