
The Enduring Anglican Legacy of the Oxford Movement
Why Study the Oxford Movement? Foundations and Legacy

Collect for the Universal Church, BCP, p. 646
Historical Background to the Oxford Movement

1. Richard Hooker, 1554-1600, Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity
2. 17th Century: The Caroline Divines and the High Church Movement

Archbishop Laud, Lancelot Andrewes, George Herbert, Jeremy Taylor
Known for: Divine Right of Kings, Episcopacy, sacramental realism, recovery of “ceremonial
worship”

3. 18th Century: The Need for Church Reform
Patronage system for clerical appointments, Deism, and Enlightenment thinking
Challenges of Industrial Revolution and massive urban poverty

4. Evangelical Revival
● 1738 John Wesley’s heart “strangely moved”
● Clapham Sect, active 1792-1830’s, ‘Hackney Phalanx’, High Churchman Joshua

Watson (1771-1855),
● Great religious revival of the eighteenth century found expression in the practical

Christianity of the nineteenth
5. Who Reforms the Church? 19th Century Parliamentary Reform of the Church

1829 Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829
1836 Tithe Commutation Act
1833 Irish Church Bill: Reduction of Bishoprics in Ireland from 22 to 12 1833

Founders of Oxford Movement
John Keeble- 1782-1866; Professor of Poetry and student of the Caroline Divines
Edward Bouverie Pusie – 1800-82, Professor of Hebrew
John Henry Newman – 1801-90, Oxford Fellow, dominated movement for 12 years
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Brief History of the Oxford Movement, 1833-1845
1. 1833 John Keeble preaches a sermon entitled “National Apostasy" in Oxford
2. Publication of the Tracts of the Times

Sept. 1833 Tract #1 ‘Thoughts on the Ministerial Commission respectfully addressed to the
Clergy’; Tract # 2 The Catholic Church Tract #3 “Thoughts on Alteration of the Liturgy”

3. Themes:
● The Church’s apostolic origin
● The Church as the supernatural creation of Christ, not the State
● The English church as the Via Media – One Branch of Three
● The importance of tradition in interpreting the Bible
● The Church’s liturgy, vestments, architecture must reflect the supernatural nature of

the Church
● High View of the Sacraments
● Mystical experience of Union with Christ

4. 1841 Newman’s Tract #90 ‘Remarks on Certain Passages in the Thirty-Nine Articles’
5. Oct 1845 Newman convert to Roman Catholicism - post 1845 Tractarians turned to

reforming the parishes of England in worship and teaching – influence grew did not decrease
with the “parting of friends”

The Enduring Legacy – exploring our identity at All Souls

● Importance of theological foundations and Anglican formularies, BCP
● Desire to evangelize and draw people to God through the ministry of the Church
● Social Compassion, Missions
● High view of the Sacramental ministry of the church
● Liturgy and Beauty – altar with candles, devotional images, colored stoles, albs, dalmatics and

chasubles, music and hymnody

For Discussion: Compare how the Oxford movement faced the challenges of the Church with our
own challenges today?
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