
Racism & Repentance
Racism is a system of advantage based on race, involving cultural messages, misuse of
power, and institutional bias, in addition to the racist beliefs and actions of individuals
(definition from Be the Bridge). Another source describes it as “prejudice plus power.”

Why talk about the past?

● Practice humility
● Walk in the light of truth, following Jesus and pattern of Scripture
● Illuminate the present w/context, historical patterns

Why is racism sin?

● Racism Denies the Imago Dei - The image of God in every human person endows
each of us with dignity and worth (Genesis 1.27).

● Racism Violates the Golden Rule - Christ commands that we treat others as we
would like to be treated, to “love our neighbor as our self” (Matthew 22.39).

● Racism Resists the Kingdom of God - In heaven, all tribes, nations, languages and
peoples will be gathered around the throne in worship (see Revelation 7:9-12).

Recommended Resources:

● The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the American Church’s Complicity in
Racism, by Jemar Tisby, Zondervan, 2020

● Who We Are: A Chronicle of Racism in America, PG-13 documentary film, 2021,
available on Netflix and public libraries on DVD

● “Racism in the White Church 2023: ‘Bible and Race’ with Beth Moore,” Truett
Seminary,  https://youtu.be/57MNr4OVNks

Scripture passages for reflection:

Isaiah 1:15-17
Jeremiah 34:13-17
Amos 6:4-7
1 Peter 1:17-19
James 5:1-6
1 John 4:20-21
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