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For unto us a child is born,
For unto us a son is given

Opening Hymn

O Come All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him 
Born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore Him, (3x) 
Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! 
Glory to God, glory in the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, (3x) 
Christ the Lord.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him, (3x) 
Christ the Lord.

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Summary of the Law 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets. 

Lord, have mercy upon us 
Christ, have mercy upon us
Lord, have mercy upon us 

Collect of the Day
Christmas Eve

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
Let us pray. 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may 
also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives 
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Lessons
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Isaiah 9:1-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations.

The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
    on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
    you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
    as with joy at the harvest,
    as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
    and the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor,
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
    and all the garments rolled in blood
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
    and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
    and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
    He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Psalm
Psalm 96

1 O sing unto the Lord a new song; *
 sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth.
2 Sing unto the Lord and praise his Name; * 
 tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his honor to the nations, * 
 and his wonders to all peoples.
4 For the Lord is great, and highly to be praised; *  
 he is more to be feared than all gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
 but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
6 Glory and majesty are before him; * 
 power and honor are in his sanctuary.
7 Ascribe unto the Lord, O you families of the peoples, * 
 ascribe unto the Lord worship and power.
8 Ascribe unto the Lord the honor due unto his Name; * 
 bring offerings and come into his courts.
9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
10 Tell it out among the nations, “The Lord is King; *
 it is he who has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;  
 he shall judge the peoples righteously.”
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; * 
 let the sea make a noise, and all that is therein.
12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it; *
 then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord.
13 For he comes, for he comes to judge the earth, *
 and with righteousness to judge the world,  
 and the peoples with his truth.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.
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Sequence Hymn

Once in Royal David’s City

Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And through all His wondrous childhood
He would honor and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms He lay:
Christian children all must be
Kind, obedient, good as He.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;
When like stars His children crowned
All in white shall wait around.
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The Gospel

Luke 2:-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
     and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

the Rev Andrew Unger
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Nicene Creed 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

I believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only-begotten Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God,  
Light from Light,  
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.
I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying,

silence

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our Prayer.

For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people 
of God.

silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our Prayer.

For Foley, our Archbishop, and Martyn our interim bishop, and for all the clergy 
and people of our Diocese and congregation.

silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our Prayer.

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who 
teach and disciple others.

silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our Prayer.

For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith.

silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our Prayer.

For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public service, 
silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our Prayer.
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For those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, 

silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our Prayer.

For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, 
in thanksgiving let us pray.

silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our Prayer.

Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Confession and Absolution 
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to 
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with your spirit. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
Sursum Corda

The People remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, 
your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
his mother, was made truly man, yet without the stain of sin, that we might 
be cleansed from sin and given the right to become your children.Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:

Sanctus
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, (2x)
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Prayer of Consecration

The People sit or kneel. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and 
when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. 
By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. 
In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered 
himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his 
resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his 
feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confidence before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

“Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of 
me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed 
for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this 
in remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive 
this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us 
and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, 
where we shall see our Lord face to face.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Celebrant then says

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Celebrant and People together pray

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Fraction
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei
Jesus Lamb of God
Have mercy on us
Jesus, bearer of our sins
Have mercy on us
Jesus, Redeemer, Redeemer of the world
Give us your peace
Give us your peace

Ministration of Communion

Facing the People, the Celebrant may say the following invitation

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Communion Hymns

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
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Post Communion Prayer

After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father,
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal Kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ
People: Thanks be to God.


